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“Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is not mine, but his that 
sent me. If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself."—St. JoHN vii: 16, 17. 
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REMARKS BY ELDER JOHN HENRY SMITH. 


THE following remarks on “The Duty of Prayer” were made by Elder 
John Henry Smith at the General Conference of the Church, in the 
Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, October 5th, 1894. 

There are so many subjects upon which an Elder, if he.can but enjoy 
the influence of the Holy Spirit, may speak, that unless the promptings 
are direct to him it is difficult sometimes to make-a selection. Up to this 
point the Lord, by His Spirit, has aided every one of our brethren that 
have either prayed or spoken to us, as also our brethren and sisters who 
have given us sweet strains of music to gladden our hearts. 

The theme thus far in this Conference, if I have been enabled to partake 
of the spirit of the Conference, has been a reformation in our lives; curing 
ourselves, so far as possible, and seeing to it that in the example we set 
among our fellow creatures it shall be of that character that no reflection 
shall come upon us because we preach something that we do not practice; 
that when we occupy a station among the Latter-day Saints, whether it 
be President, Apostle, Patriarch, Bishop, High Priest, Seventy, Elder, or 
of the lesser Priesthood, or whether, perchance, it be as mothers of the 
sons and daughtars of Zion, each of us can look into our own souls, 
consider the circumstances in our own homes, the necessary reforma- 
tion therein, and seek in prudence, wisdom and judgment to overcome 
these besetments that are in our pathway and that hedge up our 
influence. 

Among the requirements laid upon the Latter-day Saints by our Father 
in Heaven is the obligation to attend to our prayers; to pray not alone 
in the family circle, not alone to teach our children to pray, but that they 
who have become conversant with the will of our Father should retire to 
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their secret places and in the humility of their souls should ask Him, the 
Giver of all good, to bestow upon them the faith, the fortitude, and the 
strength to overcome within themselves those things that He has pronoun- 
ced improper for us to say or todo. Iam fearful that in the midst of the 
excitements that attend usin our experiences many of us become unmind- 
ful of the responsibilities that attach to usin this respect. Too frequently 
we go to our labors in the morning having failed to bow with our house- 
holds and return to our Father in Heaven gratitude that He has permitted 
us to rest in peace during the night. Iam fearful also that too many 
of us, before we retire to that rest which is so desirable after the labors 
and cares of the day, forget to get down upon our knees and, casting our 
eyes back over the experience of the day, ask our Father to forgive us for 
the wrongs or for the mistakes that we may have committed and thank 
Him that He has preserved us and our households from sickness and 
death. Probably there is greater neglect of this among the Latter-day 
Saints than of any of our other duties. Yet it is a simple requirement, 
for which there is no outlay of our worldly means, and only calls for the 
simple expression of our gratitude to the Being whom we reverence; 
thanking Him that we have life, that we have families, that we have some 
knowledge of the truth; thanking Him that upon us, in the midst of our 
weaknesses, have been bestowed the rights of His Priesthood, and that in 
His providence, if we can be but faithful in the discharge of the duties 
that rest upon us, we shall stand at the latter day in the presence of the 
Living God, the saviors of the races from which we have sprung. But if 
perchance, in the midst of the cares, temptations, and trials of life we 
become forgetful of the Being who planted within us that faith that 
caused us to leave the lands of our birth and to unite our destinies with 
the Latter-day Saints, believing in the promises of the Father and in the 
hopes inspired by the knowledge of the Gospel—if we forget Him and 
cease to importune Him for the aid of His Holy Spirit, and permit the 
cares that press upon us in the morning to shut us off from the discharge 
of this responsibility, or if, perchance, we find ourselves at the close of the 
day worn and tired and so annoyed with things that have arisen during 
the day that we dare not upon our knees present ourselves before our 
Father, we shall find that step by step as the days roll by this sacred 
requirement of our Father will grow to be disregarded by us until we 
permit ourselves to drift away entirely. [I am wondering whether, in the 
midst of this experience of ours, our sisters are as mindful in regard to 
this responsibility to-day as they were wont to be in the days of the past, 
when they were seemingly more dependent upon the goodwill, love, and 
esteem of our Father than in these times when around them are more of 
the comforts and blessings of life. I regard this requirement as resting 
upon the Latter-day Saints in the most sacred form; that it enters into 
our very lives; that it is the source of spiritual life itself, and that in a 
little period of time the neglect of this requirement will shut them off 
from accomplishing the sweetest mission ever given to them—the hope of 
becoming indeed the uniter of their race under the laws and ordinances 
of His house and in harmony with the rules that He has given by which 
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the hearts of the fathers are to be turned to the children and the hearts of 
the children to be turned to their fathers. 

My brethren and sisters, the principles of everlasting life are indeed 
harmonious in every respect. The man who ceases to pray and pour out 
to God the necessities of His own life and the conditions of his own soul 
is taking a step that leads him to cease in striving to fulfil the obligations 
that rest upon him in honoring the primary laws given for our government 
and by which we may stand free before our fellow men, such as the words 
of wisdom, upon which the brethren have dwelt with such telling force, 
and the payment of our tithes and offerings. 

Let us reflect upon the great plan that has been presented to us by our 
Master himself, the Father introducing His Son, and the Son directing 
the introduction and spread of this work, and giving us the rules and 
regulations, principles and doctrines by which the people of the world 
unay hear the truth, and by which the hosts who have gone before, in the 
justice and mercy of our Father, shall hear the Gospel and shall receive 
or reject, as they elect, having placed before them the principles of 
everlasting life so clearly and so distinctly that there can be no misunder- 
standing. These, my brethren and sisters, are principles of eternal life. 
They lay the axe at the root of the tree. Therefore, say your prayers, in 
honor before God and in honesty of heart. Enter the sacred precincts of 
the places dedicated to His worship. Feel as you enter there that you 
have done your part in fulfilling every obligation. There is no question 
in regard to the sacredness of this work. Our Father Himself introduced 
it. Hesent His Son to see that they who should herald it should know 
that He lived; to point out the way by which the evils of the world might 
be cured, and that men should be lifted up and redeemed by obedience 
to law, through the exercise of their agency. And many of us are 
deceiving ourselves, because forsooth we believe we can tamper with these 
laws, neglect the fulfilment of these requirements, and forget our prayers. 
When He comes to make up His jewels such ones will discover that they 
are not among them. The road to repentance is ever open to the Latter- 
day Saints, and it is a good time now to see to it that so far as possible 
their lives shall be spotless. Therefore, my brethren and sisters, I plead 
with you who stand at the head of a house to be praying men. I plead 
with you, my sisters, who preside in the home in connection with your 
husbands, to be praying women. I say to you that I am an absolute 
believer in the doctrine that no son or daughter will ever be lost from the 
house where the father and mother bow to their God in humility and ask 
Him for His aid and seek to exhibit in their lives consistency and action 
in keeping with the prayers that they offer; that step by step they will 
move onward, and should their son or daughter wander away for a season 
from the home, they will come back, and by the fireside where they were 
wont to bow will remember in gratitude that that father and that mother 
taught them to lisp a prayer to their Maker and sought to instil into 
them by example everything that tended to ennoble and make man 
respected amongst his fellows as well as with His Father in Heaven. 

My testimony to you, my brethren and sisters, is that the instructions 
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which have fallen from the lips of God’s servants are the words of eternal 
truth to everyone that has listened to them, and should go forth from this 
assembly and create such a revolution in favor of everything that is good 
and pure and true, that a condition would be brought about in which 
every man, woman, and child would rejoice. We will rejoice when no 
longer the fumes of whiskey and tobacco are upon the breath of our 
brethren. We will rejoice in the victory of that man who can say, “I hold 
God and His laws in advance of a cigarette,in advance of a drink of 
liquor, in advance of a chew of tobacco, or in advance of any of those 
things which He has designated as improper for us to use.” We should 
seek by every means in our power to lay these things aside, and observe to 
keep His commandments. 

May the Lord bless us with faith. May He bless us with a proper 
comprehension of the doctrines we have espoused. Above all, may He 
bless us with the moral courage to be what we decided we would be when 
we entered the waters of baptism and received our confirmation in His 
Church, believing and sensing by the witness He gave that it was true. 
Amen. 


WHAT IS TRUTH? 


Tue general and most acceptable definition of the word religion is faith 
in the being and perfection of God and in the revelation of His will to 
man and the obligations of man to obey His commands. It therefore 
comprehends theology, embracing a system of principles and laws for 
the government of His children. 

The writer has no intention of entering into the intricacies of the 
numerous systems of religion, or turning over the pages of history for 
the readers to gaze upon the dark deeds that have been enacted in the 
name of religion, but his effort shall be to inspire and strengthen the faith 
already inculcated in the hearts of devout believers. 

The teachings of the Lord, and the principles revealed to man by Him 
are full of that parental loving characteristic, so pleasingly manifested in 
a kind Father towards His children, and yet there is potency in every 
word of the law of life. 

Religion, or the gospel of life, does not depend upon the various stages 
of reform through the ages past, for evidence of its divinity, nor is it 
important that the student of to-day should rack his brain or consume 
time in the study of various phases through which the religions of the 
world have passed, for life is too short and of too much consequence to 
the individual. The history of the world, in a general sense, the rise and 
fall of nations, and their laws may be studied. 

In the study of religion, or the gospel, first place the student upon the 
right basis, and by the key of knowledge all principles pertaining to 
philosophy and religion will be unlocked and intelligence flow like a river 
to you. Man should have a true conception of God and then all his 
nocturnal ideas and old theories will fall as detritus at the effort of theology. 
Teach the truth, and man will find out God with greater ease and much 
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more satisfaction. The day has passed when religion must be “stuffed” 
into,men as in the past. During these momentous periods, when the most 
revolting conditions of religious enthusiasm prevailed and the terrors of 
the Inquisition sent the souls of thousands -into eternity, a Roman pro- 
curator made a passionate demand to know, “What is truth?” The same 
question has been propounded many times since by very learned men, but 
until the heavens were opened and a stream of revelation or communice- 
tion was received by man from the fountain of truth, it remained unan- 
swered. Reference to the opinions of learned men as expressed during 
the “dark days” will illustrate the extent of their learning. 

Anaxagoras exclaimed: “Nothing can be known, nothing can be cer- 
tain, sense is limited, intellect is weak, life is short.” Xenophanes declared 
it to be “impossible for us to be certain even when we utter the truth.” 
Parmenides said, “that the very constitution of nian prevents him from 
ascertaining absolute truth.” Empedocles affirms, “that all philosophical 
and religious systems must be unreliable, because we have no criterion by 
which to test them.” Democritus asserts, “that even things that are true 
cannot impart certainty to us, even if the truth be in our possession we 
cannot be certain of it.” Pyrrho in the agony of his soul declares that, 
“We assert nothing, no, not even that we assert nothing.” Epicurus 
taught his disciples, that “truth can never be determined by reason.” 
Arcesilaus avowed “that he knew nothing, not even his own ignorance.” 

The Greek philosophers came to the conclusion, “that in view of the 
conditions of the evidences of the senses, we cannot distinguish the true 
from the false.” Men view with astonishment the abject ignorance of 
those times, but what shall be said, by way of comparison, to the creeds of 
to-day, who assert that there is “one only true and living God without 
body, parts or passions.” This fallacy is the only comparison which we 
desire to draw between the ancient and modern creeds. 

**O, say what is truth: ’tis the fairest gem 
That the riches of worlds can produce ; 
* * * + 
Go search in the depths where it glittering lies, 
Or ascend in pursuit to the loftiest skies, 
’Tis an aim for the noblest desire.” ~ 

“Truth is a knowledge of things as they are, as they were, and as they 
are to come.” “All truth is independent in that sphere in which God has 
placed it, to act for itself, as all intelligences also, otherwise there is no 
existence.” “The glory of God is intelligence, or in other words, light and 
truth, and this light and truth forsaketh that evil one.” Christ, the very 
embodiment of truth, received a fulness of truth. Now, man was also 
in the beginning with God. Intelligence or the light of truth was not 
created or made, neither indeed can it be. This grand principle establishes 
a relationship between God and man. Its elements are eternal. Spirit is 
also eternal and when inseparably connected there is a fulness. Intelli- 
gence cleaveth unto intelligence, wisdom receiveth wisdom, truth embraceth 
truth, virtue loveth virtue, and light cleaveth unto o light; “Let your eyes 
be single to the glory‘of God.” 
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There is a principle of truth and philosophy deep down in this command 
of our Lord. The eye may properly be designated a camera, carrying 
through its retina to the brain micrographic pictures. This photographing 
process has actually been the means used to detect murderers when other 
evidence was insufficient. Just recently a man was arrested as the 
murderer of a person on whose brain his exact likeness appeared as 
developed by the powerful microscope. Saints can comprehend the force 
and value to them in the development of righteousness of that saying, 
“Let your eyes be single to the glory of God.” 

No age of the world or condition of society ever contained a better 
opportunity for young people to signalize themselves in science, art, 
religion, and refinement, than does the present, and that, too, in the Church 
of God. If perchance, a Copernicus a Galileo, or a Bruno in science 
should arise in this age, he would not be prescribed and tortured by an 
inquisition. The religion which is founded on truth emanates from a God 
of truth and embraces the science of theology, astronomy, mathematics, 
geology and in fact the arts and sciences that pertain to the heavens and 
the earth in their purity, and that are useful to man; and God expects 
man to become acquainted with them, for if a person gains more know- 
ledge or intelligence in this life through his diligence and obedience than 
another, he will have so much the advantage in the world to come. When 
we obtain any blessing from God it is by obedience to that law upon 
which it is predicated. Would obedience to a God without body, parts 
or passions secure to the most devout Christian that ever lived, a resur- 
rected body? If Christians would cease looking for a God beyond the 
bounds of time and space, they would not find it so very difficult to “know 
God and Jesus Christ whom he hath sent,” which is eternal life, for God 
is not so very far away. 

It is time the world were willing to accept God as He is, and as He has 
been described by the Prophet Joseph Smith who saw Him and His Son 
together, and therefore he could not be mistaken in the two personages, 
which establishes the law of descent, the law of increase, the connection 
that Christ maintained towards His Father and God while Christ was 
upon the earth. The Prophet said: “The Father has a body of flesh and 
bones as tangible as man’s, the Son also, but the Holy Ghost has not a 
body of flesh and bones but is a personageof Spirit.”—“H.,”in Utah Enquirer. 


LEEDS CONFERENCE. 


THE Leeds Conference was held at Temperance Hall, Birkenshaw, near 
Leeds, February 10,1895, meetings convening at 10:30 a.m., 2:30 and 6:30 
p.m. There were present:' Elder Anthon H. Lund, President of the 
European Mission; Miles A. Romney, Traveling Elder in the Manchester 
Conference; P. P. Parish and John W. Ford, Jr., Traveling Elders in the 
Newcastle Conference; Oliver; Hodgson, President of, and I. C. Brown, 
A. 5S. Farnsworth, Geo. A. Seaman, E. 8. Horsley, G. F’ Wright, G. B. 
Houtz, Jos. A. Buttle, Fred. Scholes, Geo. Freestone, and Henry Coulam, 
Traveling Elders in, the Leeds Conference.! ; 
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At the afternoon service the general authorities of the Church, of the 
European Mission, and of the Leeds Conference, were presented and 
unanimously sustained. 

The statistical report and the labor report for the six months ending 
February 10 were read as follows: High Priests 1; Seventies 10; Elders 
10; Priests 4; Teachers 5; Deacons 7; members 161; total officers and 
members 198. Tracts distributed 23,334; houses visited 10,375; Gospel 
conversations 875; books Joaned 274; books given away 41; books sold 40; 
general meetings 236; cottage meetings 4; out-door meetings 3; Sunday 
Schools 25. Baptized 25; confirmed 25; emigrated over eight years of 
age 11; Removed 7; died 2; children blessed 2. 

Considering the inclemency of the weather the meetings were well 
attended, a goodly number of strangers being present, especially in the 
afternoon and the evening. The instructions on the doctrines of the 
Church of Christ, made many points of interest plain to the hearers, and 
should cause a deeper interest to spring up among those who had the 
privilege of hearing those timely and well directed instructions. 

The following morning a Priesthood meeting was held, and reports were 
given by the Elders. All shared in the general good feeling and the 
instructions given, and received words of encouragement from Brother 
Lund. GrEorGE A. SEAMAN, Clerk of Conference. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


A knot is 1°1515 miles or 6080 feet. 


President Cleveland has sent a special message to Congress referring to the financial 
condition of the United States, and asking fer legislation to check the draining of the 
treasury which has taken place lately in a manner unprecedented in the history of that 
nation. 

According to the published statistics of Italy the number of priests in that land is 
77,128; in this great army are not included the almost innumerable host of monks belong- 
ing to the different orders, nor the legions of young clergymen who are waiting for their 
ordination and appointment to office. 


The hard winter is felt in Denmark. Heavy falls of snow are reported from the 
northern part. The city of Hjorring is completely isolated from the surrounding world; 
snowdrifts to the height of 18 feet make all railroad communication impossible. In some 
of the streets the novel sight is seen of people having to walk through tunnels under the 
snow. One house had to be dug out of the snow, which had drifted to a height of four 
feet above the chimneys. In one of the parks the snowdrift has made the trees appear 
as small bushes, In many houses the inhabitants are under the necessity of using lights 
all day long as the snow covering the windows obscures the light of day. 


The cold weather has brought on a great amount of suffering among the poor and un- 
employed of Liverpool. Crowds have daily thronged the vicinity of St. George’s Hall, 
for the purpose of obtaining the rations of soup that have been dealt out tothem. Through 
the efforts of charitable people many have thus been supplied with one meal daily, but there 
has nevertheless been a great deal of suffering. The poor have been almost frantic 
with hunger and cold. When a person appeared among them who had anything to give 
he would be immediately surrounded by scores who in their efforts to obtain something 
would almost overpower him. The change in the weather will assist in bringihg on a 
better state among these wretched ones, 
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 1895. 


SCRIPTURE-DISTORTERS. 


THERE are classes of people who seem to take special delight in pointing 
out apparent discrepancies or contradictions between certain passages in 
one portion of the Bible and others in another portion. They will quote 
a verse or a part of a verse which suits their own private idea, being 
careful to say nothing of the context; for they know that by reading 
the whole paragraph or chapter the author’s meaning becomes plain, and 
that would overturn the pet theories which they have formulated. 
Numerous instances might be found, where by reading portions of one 
verse and only a part of another the ideas contained in the two would be 
contrary. If these stood alone in the Scriptures, no further explanation 
of them being given, there would be a contradiction; but when taken in 
connection with the context there are no irreconcilable passages in the 
Bible. 

The most numerous instances of Scripture distortion occur by making 
only these partial quotations. There are many people who have a fixed 
idea that a mere profession of belief is the only requirement essential to 
their salvation. To sustain this view they quote; “For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have everlasting life,” John iii: 16; “Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shall be saved,” Acts xvi: 31; “The 
just shall live by faith,” Rom.i: 17; “The blood of Jesus Christ his Son 
cleanseth us from all sin,” 1 John i: 

Other passages could be referred to, which, read separately from all the 
rest of the Bible, would lead a person unacquainted with that sacred book 
to conclude that mere belief in Christ, and nothing more, is all sufficient for 
salvation. But how different is the result in his mind when he reads 
more extensively. Instead of a passive belief being declared all that is 
necessary, he finds that an active and living faith is required—one that 
leads men to perform good works and obey the ordinances of the Gospel. 
John iii: 5, contains the positive injunction: “Except a man be born of 
water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven.” 
Jesus further says: “He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he 
do also. If ye love me, keep my commandments,” John xiv: 12,15. Acts 
xvi, relates that the jailor to whom it was said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ and thou shalt be saved,” was required to obey the ordinances of 
the Gospel. In Romans ii: 13, the same Apostle who quoted, “The just 
shall live by faith” writes still further; “Not the hearers of the law are 
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just before God, but the doers of the law shall be justified.” The passage 
in 1 John i: 7, reads as follows: “If we walk in the light, as he is in the 
light, we have fellowship one with another and the blood of Jesus Christ 
his Son cleanseth us from all sin.” So we might continue; it would be 
found in all instances that something further than a mere assent of the 
mind is meant when the Savior and His Apostles mention faith or belief. 

This method of cutting up passages so as to distort their real meaning 
was taken advantage of on one occasion by an infidel. He had listened to 
an argument between two persons on the subject of religion, wherein one 
of them quoted the passages we have referred to in the manner stated. 
After the discussion was over the infidel went to this person and said: “I 
can prove from the Bible that there is no God.” His friend was 
astonished and asked him where such a statement was found. The Bible 
was opened and the infidel read from Ps. xiv: 1: “There is no God.” His 
opponent took the Bible and found that the verse really reads: “The 
fool hath said in his heart, There is no God.” While the result in this 
case was a little more ridiculous than it had been in the discussion 
mentioned, the principle involved was exactly similar. Applied to any 
book on any subject, contradictions of this nature could be found, and no 
author would be safe in placing his writings before the public. 

Another class of distortion is that in which people try to disprove one 
part of the Scriptures by quoting another. Although professing to 
believe the Scriptures, these persons seem to think that their methods are 
perfectly legitimate; if there is a doctrine which they do not wish to 
believe in, and one passage can be brought forth which apparently 
sustains them, they accept that in preference to all others which uphold 
the doctrine. Some profess not to believe in a literal resurrection of the 
body; they refer to the instance where the Savior appeared to His 
disciples while they were sitting in a room with the door shut. To their 
minds it would be an utter impossibility for a material being to do this. 
They evidently forget that Christ’s body after His resurrection was an 
immortal body. They refuse to believe that God can accomplish things 
of which men have not the slightest conception. No man can explain all 
of the principles connected with this circumstance, but faith in an omni- 
potent Father should lead a man to admit of its possibility. Thomas, one . 
of the Apostles, refused to believe that Christ had risen. However, he 
saw with his eyes, heard with his ears, and was invited to feel with his 
hands, the resurrected body of the Redeemer. All he could do was to 
exclaim: “My Lord and my God.” Had Thomas been asked to explain 
to an unbeliever how the Savior had risen, and how He appeared in the 
room without opening the door, he could not have done so, but he never- 
theless knew that it was a fact. 

Concerning the personality of God it is plainly stated in Genesis i: 26, 
Heb. i: 23, and many other places that man is formed in the image of God. 
Scripture-distorters try to show a contradiction of this by quoting: “God 
is a Spirit.” John iv: 24. Searchers after truth, enlightened by the 
Holy Spirit see no contradition in this. God is a Spirit; He has alsoa 
body. If He were a spirit without a body, or a body without a spirit, 
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man could not possibly be in His image, for man is made of spirit and 
body. There is no real conflict between these passages, nor between any 
others in the Scriptures when a reasonable and complete—not a private— 
interpretation is given. God could not contradict Himself. 

The important question is, or should be, what is the truth? Not, what 
would I have it to be, nor what does uninspired man say it is; but what 
does God by His inspired writers say to His children? To one making 
such an inquiry, the Scriptures themselves give the answer: “Search the 
Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life; and they are they 
which testify of me.” John v: 39. Let him seek for the Spirit which 
inspired those who wrote the Scriptures, and difficulties wil] disappear 
from his mind. He will find that the Bible does not conflict with itself. 
It will teach him that faith is essential, that works are necessary, and 
that both are sanctified by the grace of our Heavenly Father. This is the 
kind of an interpretation that Peter wished the Saints to make when he 
wrote: “Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the Scripture is of any 
private interpretation. For prophecy came not in old time by the will of 
man: but Holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 
2 Peter i: 20, 21. B. 


SHEFFIELD CONFERENCE Notice.—The Sheffield Conference will be held 
at Dolphin Chambers Assembly Rooms, Market Place, Doncaster, on 
Sunday, March 24, 1895. Meetings will commence at 10:30 a.m., 2:30 and 
6:30 p.m. 


NoTTINGHAM CoNFERENCE Notice.—The Nottingham Conference will 
be held in Temperance Hall, St. Ann Street, Nottingham, on Sunday, 
April 7, 1895. Meetings will begin at 10:30 a.m., 2:30 and 6 p.m. 


FROM VARIOUS MISSIONARY FIELDS. 


E.pER JaMEs C, Frost writes from Aalborg, Denmark, under date of Feb- 
ruary 6, 1895, as follows: “I am happy to say that I feel well in body and 
enjoy thespirit of the Gospel. My testimony was many times strengthened 


‘ by that same spirit while I was laboring in Norway. I left the branch 


of Drammen with good feelings among the Saints and the friends we 
made. Ina letter from Brother C. Iverson, who was appointed to preside 
over the branch, he states that everything is moving along nicely; he had 
lately baptized two persons. I left for Copenhagen on November 23. 
Before sailing far we came in collision with another large steamer, which 
made a hole in the side of our vessel and caused a great commotion for a 
few moments. The injury was repaired in a short time sufficiently for 
us to proceed and we arrived in Copenhagen all right. I stayed there 
for a few days and then moved on to Aarhus where we had the pleasure 
of baptizing a Mrs. Mdller. I then came to Aalborg. President Hansen 
and the Saints here say they have not for a long time seen so many people 
interesting themselves in the Gospel as there are at present. Our meet- 
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ings are well attended and the prospects are good for several baptisms 
before long. Two families will join the Church this week. I have bap- 
tized three persons lately. One of them said she had seen you in her 
mother’s home several times. President Hansen and the Saints join in 
kind regards to you.” 

The Deseret Newe publishes a letter from Elder Samuel G. Spencer, 
written at Pulley’s Mills, Illinois, U.S. A., from which we extract the 
following: 

“There is such a manifest change of feeling among the people not of 
the faith of the Saints since I left my two years’ mission to the Southern 
States, seven years ago, that I felt it would be only a matter of justice — 
and perhaps interest to mention my pleasant experience among them up 
to the present. I came by the historic Nauvoo and Carthage, as I always 
have had a great desire to see these places of sorrow and spoliation. 

The Mississippi river was frozen over sufficiently to afford the passage 
of pedestrians. Two gentlemen are running opposition hand sleighs, on 
which they carry what little express, passengers or luggage there may be 
for Nauvoo. I rode on Mr. Reimboldt’s sleigh, himself skating and 
pushing the sleigh. 

In about ten minutes we were across the river. We then took his 
conveyance and rode up the rising hill where the once beautiful town of 
Nauvoo stood. I could not help the feeling of awe that crept over me, as 
house after house was pointed out to me where the down-trodden, robbed, 
driven, and murdered servants of God once lived, among them being the 
house of the great latter-day Prophet, Joseph Smith. The houses that 
are remaining, which the Saints built, are among the best average build- 
ings of to-day. : 

I registered at the Arlington hotel, from Salt Lake City, and I soon 
made my business known, and was introduced to an old gentleman who 
lived here in the times of trouble, by the name of Thomas E. Kelley, who 
received me very kindly and spared no pains in giving me all the inform- 
ation he could command. We visited all the houses of note now standing, 
and I carefully made a note of the history of each, as given by him. He 
condemned with the most severe emphasis the way the Mormons had been 
treated. He said he was only a boy then, but was eye witness to ‘Jack- 
Mormons stealing from parties and hiding it upon the places of Mormon 
leaders, and then going to the parties whom they had stolen from and 
telling them they’d bet the Mormon leaders had_them.’ 

I next called at the Nauvoo Rustler printing office, and gained what 
information I could of the present feeling toward the Mormons. The 
people here universally acknowledge the mistake of those who drove the 
Mormons, and agree that it was one of the most wicked things that ever 
happened. With an expressive sigh they tell of the time when Nauvoo 
had about 22,000 inhabitants, while Chicago at that time had 12,000 
inhabitants. Nauvoo then, they are careful to remark, had no saloons; 
now with about 1,200 inhabitants it has several saloons. = 

Leaving these people with a kind, interesting feeling towards the 
Mormons, I departed for Carthage, having to recross the river and take 
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train to Keokuk, Ia. and from there to Carthage. I registered at the 
Grove hotel, made my business known, and was soon introduced, and 
kindly received by the people. I called at the place where the Prophet 
and Patriarch were killed, and found that I had learned more about the 
building in a moment’s view than I had ever found out by reading. 

The place is now used for a dwelling, and the kind old lady is very 
hospitable in showing strangers through the house and giving liberally 
of her beautiful selection of flowers. I also secured a piece of stone from 
the building. 

I next called on Sergeant Williams. I found him still bitter in his 
- epithets toward the man whom he ‘saw killed. He said—‘We all 
wanted him killed; we held a meeting the night before and decided to 
kill him. We loaded our cartridges blank, and agreed upon the plan 
. carried out.’ He then continued to say that ‘Joe Smith was a bad man; 
he taught the people to steal. One of his teachings I remember now was, 
‘The earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof, therefore take whatsoever 
seemeth you good.’ Such doctrine as that would make bad people.’ So 
Williams went on. He then asked me where | was from. I told him from 
Salt Lake City. He would not tell me any more, and was seized with 
such a violent shivering and shaking, that his daughter politely asked me 
if I would not defer further conversation. 

Sergeant Williams, as he calls himself, lives in about the poorest house 
in Carthage. The forest trees, in their native wildness, remain with the © 
greatest possible dulness, and everything, both within and without, bears 
the frown of a just God. 

I found people in both of these towns who would look at the Views of 
Salt Lake City, which I had with me, and with moisture in their eyes 
express: ‘Surely the Lord is with these people or they could not endure 
and accomplish what they do.’ 

January 12, | met Brothers Bentley and Roberts, at Marion, Williamson 
County, Ill. There seems to be a great interest in the Gospel by many of 
the people of this and adjoining counties. Many houses are being opened 
for us to preach. A number of baptisms have occurred, and many more 
persons desire to be baptized. Just this week, one of the largest houses 
in the vicinity has been opened for us to hold a series of meetings in, and 
at least one has been permanently opened. 

Ministers apparently have become convinced that they have no argu- 
ment that will stand against the pure Gospel as taught by the Mormons, 
and in some instances are making us a home at their houses and speaking 
to our praise in their churches. This has been done especially by a Rev. 
Johnson, of the Presbyterian church, who happened w visit Salt Lake 
City and the Tabernacle, hearing President Joseph F. Smith preach, when 
he was traveling with the Presbyters last summer. He pronounces the 
Mormons a ‘good people with a good religion,’ and that they have the 
‘most beautiful singing he ever heard.’ 

The Saints and the people generally are very kind and hospitable to us, 
and we feel to bless them and explain the pure Gospel of Jesus Christ 
freely as we have freely received of it. 
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The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few. We therefore 
pray the Lord of the harvest that He will send forth more laborers.’ ” 


WEAKNESS OF INFIDELS’ ARGUMENTS. 


Ir is claimed that the most fruitful cause of infidelity is ignorance. No 
matter how strongly the sceptic may deny it, the assertion is true and 
cannot be successfully contradicted. David of old says: “The fool hath 
said in his heart, There is no God.” There are some men accredited 
with possessing wisdom who have said with their lips that there is no 
God; but if their most inward thoughts were known we would find that 
they strongly believe, and greatly fear there is a Supreme Being to whom 
they will at some future time have to render an account of their actions 
in life. Their disclaiming a belief in Deity, is merely done to justify 
themselves before their fellow-men in leading the corrupt lives which they 
do. 
There is another class of persons who believe these men whom they look 
upon as intelligent, and imitate them by disclaiming belief in a Divine 
Creator. The latter class may be sincere in their scepticism, and believe 
in their hearts the sophistry advocated by those whom they try to imitate. 
They are the ones, no doubt, who are referred to in the above quotation 
from the sayings of David. 

In the world there are men who profess to be students of science and 
who claim belief in the evolution of man from the lower species of animals. 
Their pet theory is that the ancestors of the human family, in the very 
remote past, belonged to the brute creation, and that they attained to 
their present superior condition through a succession of changes or 
improvements in the species. In this way mankind were developed from 
the lower creatures by a slow process that has been carried on for thou- 
sands and even millions of years. Whether these men profess to believe 
in a Creator or not, it is evident that they do not believe in the account 
of the creation of man as given in Genesis. 

The theory of the evolution of man is based on the observation that 
there is an apparent resemblance between different families of the animal 
creation, and that there is a gradation from the lower order of animal life 
to the higher orders, and that the ape bears a resemblance to man. Then 
they take into consideration the fact that animals which in their wild 
state are inferior can be improved upon in successive generations by being 
fed and cared for properly. 

But the undeniable truth still confronts them that any animal—a horse 
for example—developed and improved by care and cultivation is still the 
same animal. It may be larger, stronger or more graceful in form, but it 
has not developed into an animal of another species. And no evidence 
has ever been found that such a change ever did happen. 

But when the similarity between the ape and man is attempted to be 
shown, evolutionists almost despair, the difference being so great. They 
have hoped for many years to find the “missing link”—some creature that 
is nearer akin to man than the ape—but they have failed todo so. In 
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the meantime they have made some discoveries regarding the ape and 
man which they imagine have a tendency to bring them into closer 
relationship. 

One discovery of this character, said to be made in very recent years, 
these so-called scientists believe to be very important, as they think it 
tends in connection with other discoveries to establish almost beyond 
doubt the correctness of their theories. 

To describe more clearly what the discovery is, it will be necessary to 
explain first that physiologists long ago found that in certain blood veins 
of the human system there were valves, the function of which it was 
supposed was to prevent the blood from flowing backward in those 
particular veins in which the valves were present. This theory, however, 
did not seem to satisfactorily account for their presence, as the law of 
gravitation, it was believed, would prevent the blood in some of those 
veins from flowing in the wrong direction. A certain doctor, believing in 
the evolution doctrine, being acquainted with these facts, at last solved 
the problem, or thought he did, by making the startling discovery that 
the valves referred to as existing in the human veins were of no use to 
humanity ; ; that they were only inherited from man’s distant ancestors, 
the brute creation. His idea was that since man learned to walk in an 
upright position he had no use for these inward appendages to his blood 
vessels, but that they were of vital importance to his far distant progeni- 
tors, and their existence being perpetuated for so many unnumbered 
generations was the most convincing proof that man was but a develop- 
ment from the brute creation. If the learned doctor were not so eager to 
jump at this conclusion, he might have thought of the simple fact that 
while sleeping a man’s body is not in an upright position, and if his 
ancestor had use for valves in his veins because he walked on all fours, he 
too would be in need of them when lying in a horizontal position to take 
rest, as the trunk of his body would then be in the same position as that 
of the four-footed beasts. 

Such is a sample of the arguments produced by advocates of the theory 
that man sprang from the lower animals. 

Infidels frequently attempt to justify themselves in their position by 
criticising the Scriptures and pointing out passages which they claim 
contradict each other. While some of the sacred writings describe the 
Creator as a merciful God, full of love and compassion, other passages 
they say, record some of His acts which go to prove that he is tyrannical 
and cruel. Now it is well known to persons of ordinary intelligence 
and experience that it is impossible to correctly judge a man by his 
acts. In order to pass righteous judgment upon one of our fellow- 
beings it is necessary to understand his motives. How then can one 
presume to be capable of judging the Creator, of whose motives he knows 
nothing, and has no means of finding out except by divine revelation, and 
then positively refuses to listen to its voice! 

The biographies of distinguished men, and it might be said the history 
of the world, discloses one grand truth that is not at all complimentary 
to the sceptic. It is this: that there never was known a real infidel who 
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became famous for the good he did to humanity. On the other hand the 
most celebrated characters in history have been firm believers in a Divine 
Creator. More than this, many of them have been free to acknowledge 
that their success has been attained only through being aided (miraculously 
in some instances) by Divine power. Columbus admitted that he was 
inspired to perform the work he did; and certainly nothing but a most 
powerful inspiration could have impelled him to keep up his courage and 
enthusiasm during the eighteen years of struggle and disappointment 
which elapsed before he was enabled to accomplish the mission he felt was 
imposed upon him from on high. 

The noble Washington may be mentioned as another great man who 
was impressed that he had a mission to perform. It is the delight of 
American historians to speak of his devotion to his Maker; and artists 
are fond of depicting an incident in his life where he retired from camp 
to offer up prayer to heaven. 

Stanley, the noted African explorer, sincerely believes that he was aided 
in his undertaking by the Almighty, and describes incidents in his travels 
where he was preserved from famine in a most miraculous manner, by the 
interposition of Providence. ‘ 

It is true that many notable and worthy men have disclaimed fellowship 
in religious organizations. On this account they have sometimes been 
looked upon as: disbelievers, but their works or their writings in many 
cases show that their belief in a Creator is more rational than that of 
many people who make louder professions of faith.—E. F. P., in Juventle 
Instructor. 


UTAHSNEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 
A new canning company has been organized at Ogden with a capital stock of $40,000. 
Mr. James Creelman the New York World’s'China-Japan war correspondent recently 
passed through Ogden, and"spent a‘short{time'‘in’ visiting points of interest. 
It is claimed that anthracite coal has been discovered not many miles from Coalville. 
Theispecimen exhibited was‘so hard that it’could be handled without soiling gloves. 


The lovers of literature in Logan have recently been instructed and entertained by a 
series of lectures on thelives of various poets, delivered by members of the Agricultural 
College faculty. 

““Old Folks”; gatherings have lately taken place in many leading cities in the 
Territory, through;which means the hearts of the aged ones have been gladdened and 
their lives made more cheerful by the knowledge that they are not forgotten. 


The deputy statisticiansjin the several counties have commenced their labors. Their 
business is to compile statistics and obtain information concerning last year’s agricultural, 
manufacturing, and commercial pursuits in the Territory, which will afterwards be 
published in suitable form for the benefit of those interested. 


Elder F. F. Hintze has just had issued a tract entitled ‘An Invitation to the Kingdom 
of God.” The writer has}spent several years as\a missionary to the Orient, and the object 
aimed at in writing the tract has been to meet the views and sentiments of the people in 
that part of the world. It isJpublished in the English language, but it is purposed to 
translate it into Turkish before long. 
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